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in close correspondence with Vienna, and his mission lasted till
June, when it was recognized that it must be abandoned. He
had refused various suggestions for concessions to Austria if the
Emperor would abandon his allies, and he had discovered that
the French Government wanted much more than the freedom
of Alsace-Lorraine. Ribot had shown him a note from President
Poincare insisting on further gains on the left bank of the Rhine.

Such claims as these were the result of a long series of engage-
ments, mostly secret, so far entered into by France, Britain,
Russia, and their European Allies during the war years. These
treaties were undoubtedly a main element in the prolongation
of the war to the bitter end. The terms of most of them were
well-kept secrets until early in 1918 the Soviet Government of
Russia, after its examination of the files of the Petrograd Foreign
Office, published the full text of them all.

This secret diplomacy of the war time was an unhappy
sequel to the secret engagements of the preceding years. These
engagements, of which those who died to give effect to them
knew nothing, gradually transformed what was described as a
war for the defence of right and the freedom of Europe into a
war for gains of territory, often in frank disregard of the prin-
ciples of nationality which were declared to be the guides of the
Western Allies. No wonder the Austrian offer of co-operation
towards peace was hopeless, for these secret treaties had already
provided for a partition of both Austria and Hungary.

The terms of these treaties can only be briefly noted here.
They throw a strange light on the ewar to end all war', and
present a striking contrast to the ideals put forward by Bene-
dict XV and President Wilson. They were the genesis of much
that was most ill advised in treaties of 1919. One of the most
valuable features in the procedure of the League of Nations is
the stipulation that, if they are to be held valid, treaties must
be registered at Geneva.

In February 1915) while preparations were in progress for
the Gallipoli campaign, an agreement was concluded between
Russia, France, and Britain that the Tsar was to add to his
empire Constantinople, and a tract of territory adjoining the